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Supplies for New Pup Owners

     In order to keep your warranty in effect, and to provide your veterinarian a baseline for health, take your pup to your local vet for a new-puppy health check within three days of his/her pick-up date. I will send a health/shot/worming record with your pup, so your vet will know what inoculations s/he has received and when more puppy shots are due. While on the phone with your veterinarian, ask what puppy food s/he recommends--or if you have some brands in mind, ask your vet what s/he thinks of them). You will receive a small amount of pup food when you pick up your puppy (Science Diet Puppy). Mix the food you have purchased with the food from Xanadoodle to ease the transition to a new diet, if you make a transition. Science Diet is highly digestable for young pups and older dogs. 

     Your puppy should be offered food (at least) 4 times a day; s/he can eat all s/he wants in 15 min., then take the food away until the next feeding time. Water should be available for your pup all the time. After a while, you may notice that your pup is NOT hungry quite so often; then you can offer food less often—then three. When s/he's a really BIG pup, and does not get hungry around lunch time, s/he can eat twice a day like a grown-up dog.

     You'll need dog bowls for food and water. I really do like the stainless steel best, but any good puppy bowls are fine. Probably you use filtered water for drinking. Let the pup have filtered water, too.

     Often you can find a baby gate second hand, AND they are GOOD to have. If your pup arrives by air, s/he will have a crate--which s/he’ll outgrow--but I'd wait as long as you can before purchasing another one UNLESS your pup rides in the car often. Having an appropriate-sized crate is the best way to keep a puppy safe in the car and for the driver to be less distracted. Use a seat belt to secure the crate.

     I purchased a 2-foot high free-standing collapsable fence--hinges every couple of feet--for my last litter. These fences are available in varying heights. They will stand in a circle or sort-of-rectangle or an oval and have closures on one side. You can even put two lengths together. The pet shop has these fences, but I liked the ones sold at Murdock's / other farm and ranch supply stores better. You won't need anything over 3 feet high--I don't think. Mine is 2 feet tall and easy to step over. Of course, big breed pups will need taller, stronger gates/fences until house training is not so much a worry.

     START SAVING NEWSPAPERS NOW TO LINE THE ENCLOSURE of your new puppy's space COMPLETELY. As pup learns WHERE to go, you can GRADUALLY remove papers around food and water, bedding, and his/her play area. Save the newspaper that is in the pup's crate when you get home with your baby! Then you'll have something with valuable pee-perfume to put at the far end of the pup's new enclosure. Save one piece of not-very-soiled paper each day to mark where the pup SHOULD go the next time fresh papers are put down. All Xanadoodle puppies have a headstart on potty training.

     If your pup arrives by air, you'll need a small collar and a leash. Bring them to the airport, because puppy may need to pee at a convenient spot after you pick her/him up. Tell the person at your pet store/Walmarts/etc. that your new pup is about the size of a Golden Retriever pup; get that size collar. Ask if this collar can be returned, if it is not the right size for your puppy. COLLAR AND HALTER SIZES VARY FROM BRAND TO BRAND, and not all small or medium-sizes are the same size. Also, bring a doggie-poo bag. And bring a small towel. S/he'll have her first bath before s/he flies to you, but her coat may have become soiled during the flight. If you are driving, a towel and a newspaper may be handy.

     There's one more thing, especially if your pup is traveling home alone with you in your car or in its crate--bring earplugs. Even the smallest breeds of pups have sharp voices. And if you forget the earplugs, moisten a small part of a tissue so it will confirm to the opening to your ear canal, and use the tissue as an ear plug. Works just as well, I think. Trust me on this one--earplugs--you can thank me later...

     If your pup comes directly from XANADU headquarters, your puppy has been eating Science Diet Puppy Food AND Natural Balance Lamb Formula and Science Diet. Also, the pups have been taking a puppy stage multivitamin called VitaPet Puppy, which you can order online, if you like.

     If you drive to pick up your pup, puppy will have a small travel bag from Xanadoodle. The bag contains a toy that his litter mates have all been playing with, and that may help with his/her adjustment. Familiar smells are comforting. Puppy will have some food that he/she is used to. His/her puppy shot record and worming information will also be in his/her bag. The airlines do not permit quite so many articles to be included with your pup's crate.
     I think it is best to go to a pet shop or Walmart to begin with--and buy some American-made toys there. The pet shop should have sturdy toys that will not be easily chewed up and will not have small pieces that a growing pup can choke on. When I send a pup home, I usually include a toy that the litter has been playing with, so the pup will have a toy with a familiar smell of home and mother and siblings. Your puppy needs a strong dog-toy. I like balls--about tennis-ball size. Find balls that are safe at the pet shop. Pups like toys that rattle and squeek. Toys with ropes to pull are very popular with puppies also.

The next time you go to the grocery store, buy a bottle of Listerine. There are no-chew-on-this products at the pet shop—like Bitter Apple, but Listerine is a chewing deterrant also when put on electrical cords or rug edges, your shoes, etc., and is not as expensive.

     Puppy needs a bed. And puppy’s bed should be washable. To begin with, purchase an inexpensive bed, because s/he will chew on the corners and quickly outgrow it.

And I sleep on the floor with a new puppy for the first night. If it’s OK with you for your dog to be on the couch or in your bed, that’s OK, too, but once that habit is established, it is hard to discourage. Secure the sleeping area, so your puppy doesn’t fall. 

     Of course, you are ALWAYS welcome to contact me; I love to talk about the puppies, and I LOVE to get pictures, too. And don’t worry. In just a couple of days, you will be the expert.
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